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Kate Malcolm has hadagood day in the
office. “We saw 20 to 30 stingrays stacked
uplikesquadron bombers bencath
Northern Arch, al2-metre-wide
underwatcr archway,” says the co-owner of
Dive! Tutukaka in New Zealand's Northland
region. As winter draws closer, she
dives licahead.

Diving in a New Zealand winter may
sound like an endurance test, butin
Tutukaka, the waters are welcomingall year.
Theyarecrystal-clear and surprisingly
warm, thanks to the East Australian Current
that sweeps down from the Coral Sea. Air
temperatures arealso milder than clsewhere
in New Zealand - “in May and June, we're
still sitting around 20 degrees; the coldest we
getis15or16 degrees.”

That makes getting in the wateran
inviting prospect, particularly when the
divingissospectacular. Named one of the
world's top 10 dive sites by Jacques
Cousteau, the Poor Knights Islands,

45 minutes off the Tutukaka Coast, are
hometoan extraordinary array of marine
Jlife, including tropical and subtropical
species. Divers and snorkellersalikeare
blown away by what lies beneath the waves.
“We have five species of wrasse, six

species of moray cels, immense numbers of
schooling fish. We have pelagic fish coming
through, dolphins and pseudo orcas, we
have turtles,” says Malcolm.

“You can sce big kingfish and pink
‘maomaoand tiny little gobies amid the
rocks, which are beautifully encrusted with
colourful algae and sponges. It's pretty epic.”

The Tutukaka Coast may be on the bucket
list of serious divers around the world, but
‘many Australian travellers are unaware of
itsexistence. And it's just one of the
underrated attractions tucked away on New
Zealand's North Island.

Often overshadowed by the South Island’s
magnificent fjords and snow-capped peaks,
the North Island has plenty of natural
wonders of its own. There are the kauri
forests, home toancient towering trees,
including some of New Zealand's oldest
specimens in the Waipoua Forest. There are
high-altitude hikes through otherworldly
landscapes such as the Tongariro Crossing,
regarded as the country’s best one-day hike.
Thereare countless islands, from
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A huge proportion of
our guests come back
year after year -and
these are people who
could afford to go
anywhere in the world.
Vicki Febery, Poronui Lodge

Andthereis skiing In fact, ifyouare
looking for the highest ski fieldsin New
Zealand, the North Island's Mount Ruapehu
i Th ic terrain makes

v , with its wines for ding.”
boutique hotels, to Great Barrier Island, gives youa real sense of journey,” says Travis
denti the grid and desi Donoghue of Ruapehu Alpine Lifts. "On
asa y. There are buzzi haveasenseof space;
cities suchas Auckland and Wellington. elsewhere the trails work their ways around
crags, hidden all

Hawke's Bay, Gisborne and Wairarapa.
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leys.”
Both of Ruapehu’s ski fields are covered

's dramatic rock ing:

North Istand
highlights include
diving at Tutukaka
(topand topright).
The 6500-hectare
estate at Poronui
lodge in the Taharua
Valley, aboveright,
offers trout fishing
(above) and
horseback
expeditions (below
right).

Need to know

For more see Dive!
Tutukaka at diving.co.

nz; mtruapehu.com
for skiing, and
poronui.com

it Mine Bay on Lake Taupo.
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by the same ski pass. Whakapapa is ideally
suited for beginners through to medium
skicrs; the more challenging Turoa has the
highest chairliftin the country.

“Because we're significantly higher than
Coronet Peak - their skiarea is roughly
equivalent[inaltitude] to where our car
parkis-our season is longer,” says
Eolnoghue. 'w% typically starta little later

ut we expect the season to
theend of October.” R TrouEh o
Thelong season makes R hu a great

Brightwell, which includea 10-metre high
carving of Ngatoroirangi, the Maori
navigator ided the T and
Te Arawa tribes to the Taupd area more
than1000yearsago.

Febery is the director of tourism and
'marketing at Westervelt, which runs the
Poronui sporting lodgein the Taharua
Valley between Taupo and Napier. A born
and bred North Islander, Febery says the
beauty of the North Island lies in its diversit™

“You have these incredible landscapes. |
whetherit's the Coromandel Peninsula of
the Bay of Islands, you have caves, you hit
geysers, you have Lake Taupo, the largest
lakein the southern hemisphere. And the
thing about the North Island is everything!*
close together. You can do something
different every day.”

Poronui may be one of New Zealand's
smallest luxury lodges, with just seven
rooms, butits 6500-hectare estate offers?
range of terrain, from rolling hills to nati*
beech forest for hiking, biking, hunting !
fishing, It'sacombination that has ensure!
high repeatbusiness.

‘A huge proportion of our guests comt
backyearafter year -and these arc peor

base for exploring the North Island,
Donoghue says. “We have so many iconic
landscapes around us, from the Waitomo
Caves [where you can take a boat ride
through glow-worm grottoes) to Rotorua,”
Rotorua's combination of geothermal
fields - featuring spouting geysers and
naturally heated rivers -and Maori culture
makes ita popular destination, but with
60 per centof Maori people living in the Bay
of Plenty, Auckland, Waikato and Northlang

afford to goanywhereinthe
world,” Febery saystsOmﬂm been
coming for more than 20 years, Some <"
forthe hunting, many come for the bac
country fishing, which is just incredible
Youcan catch both brown and rainbow
troutand, unlike the South Island. you ™
havelots of people on the rivers, Here !
haveastretch of river bank to: yoursell
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